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Taxi Consultation 
South Cambs District Council is reviewing its Taxi Policy and proposes changes for Hackney Carriages, 
Private Hire vehicles, drivers and operators. The aim is to improve safety for the travelling public and 
to improve air quality. Having listened to the views of the trade and public, the Council has drafted a 
new Policy which members of the Licensing Committee will be considering during November in 
order to make a recommendations to Council in December 2019. 
The main changes are: 
a) Introduction of driver and operator probation periods 
b) Review of door signage  
c) Private Hire vehicles exempt from displaying signage to be used for executive chauffeur work only. 
d) Environmental conditions – the date of introduction is being considered 
e) Age of the vehicle – lower, to encourage switching to electric vehicles 
d) CCTV to be fitted inside the vehicle – the date of introduction is being considered 
 
Planning 
Emerging Greater Cambridge Local Plan  
Cambridge City Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council are working together to prepare a 
new Joint Local Plan for the Greater Cambridge area. Both the Councils’ current adopted Local Plans 
(2018) include a policy which makes a commitment to an early review of those Plans to commence 
before the end of 2019. The first stage is an “Issues and Options” consultation which is due to start 
on 25 November and end in January 2020. More information will be published when the 

consultation begins. You can opt-in to receiving future mailings about the consultations or 
notifications on planning policy documents by logging in South Cambridgeshire District 
consultation database and choosing the ‘areas of interest’ that you would like future 
mailings about. The areas of interest include biodiversity, environment and infrastructure, 
homes and jobs as well as over-riding themes of climate change, biodiversity, wellbeing and 
equality and delivering quality places. When you log in, you will find the list of ‘areas of 
interest’ under ‘My Details’. 
 
Water supply in the Cam catchment 
Anna is asking questions about sufficiency of water supply in the Cam Valley. When new 
developments are planned Anglian Water is obliged to provide a connection. The Environment 
Agency is responsible for the health of streams and rivers and is the permitting authority for 
abstraction licences.  Anna will be taking part in a cross-council, cross-party panel discussion about 
water supply and sufficiency. 
 
North East Cambridge Area Action Plan (NECAAP) 
In a rather unwelcome move, SCDC has (felt obliged to) approve a plan from the Cambridge Science 
park for a temporary increase in parking. This has come about because whilst plans move forward to 
densify the employment site, some tenants have long leases with guaranteed parking. The landlord, 
Trinity College, cannot reduce the number of parking spaces until the leases fall due for renewal – 
and some of them are very long terms. In the meantime there may be more cars on Milton Road, but 
over the next ten years or so the numbers will be managed back down at the landlord claws back 
parking spaces from renewing tenants.  
As the development from Cambridge Regional College, across the Cambridge Science Park and over 
to Cambridge North Station is being planned, Anna and Hazel have attended various forums to 
consider what elements that make up a community would be best delivered in each of the key areas, 
namely a) just east of CRC, b) just north of the Cambridge Business Park and c) the area around 

https://scambs.jdi-consult.net/localplan/


Cambridge North Station. The scale of the development is substantial at 10-15,000 residents. Good 
ideas (and things to avoid) are formulated in these workshops, which will feed into the designers’ 
thinking. They aimed to draw up a draft report by mid-October to be finalized into a Final Report by 
the end of October. A place-making report will be produced by end November 2019. 
 
Transport and Highways 
The Greater Cambridge Partnership has undertaken a consultation called Choices for Better 
Journeys Feb-March 2019, to which 5000 people responded. The results of which are summarised 
on this page https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/cityaccess/choices-for-better-journeys/ 
They also set up a representative Citizens’ Assembly which has, during October, considered evidence 
about how to reduce congestion in Cambridge and how public transport can be improved. The 
solutions will also help to reduce emissions causing climate change.  
You can see video of the Citizens Assembly here, although it is hard to interpret some of the data 
presentations). https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/news/greater-cambridge-citizens-assembly-
headline-report-published/ They aim to submit recommendations to the Combined Authority in 
December. 
From my own point of view, I am seeking recognition of the vital importance of regular, reliable, 
frequent bus services, to ensure a journey by bus is infinitely preferable to the car. On this point it 
seems there was considerable support for the Combined Authority to franchise bus services. This will 
not however, be popular with the current operators.  
 
I continue to meet Stagecoach in my role as Chair of the Cambridge Area Bus Users, to seek more 
joined up communications between GCP (Histon Road and Milton Road bus prioritisation), County 
Highways (Fendon Road roundabout), Highways England (doing their best to complete the A14 
upgrade which is now focussing Girton, Histon and Milton junctions) and ensuring they are all 
communicating with Stagecoach who are trying to maintain bus services throughout. The Histon 
Road inbound closure planned for November – but without consulting Highways England - has been 
postponed until May, when HA believe the A14 might be able to cope with the diverted traffic. 
Meantime I am seeking improvements in timetabling and signage as well as better information 
about diversions. 
 
Cambridge South East Transport are planning a ‘Rural Travel Hub’ just off the A1307 at Bartlow 
Road, near Linton. Far from being a ‘hub’ this appears to be simply a car park (41 spaces) at which I 
cannot imagine anyone wanting to stop, since it doesn’t appear to connect to any other mode of 
transport.  
 
Waterbeach 
At the New Town Community Liaison Forum on 18 Sep 2019, residents were able to speak to 
representatives of the developers, the Parish Council and Neighbourhood Plan, English Heritage, 
County Highways, Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service and Waterbeach Community Land 
Trust. It was very busy with lots of conversations going on ad information being shared. The next 
Forum will be in February 2020.   
I am sure Judith will provide an update on the update we received from Urban and Civic on 16 
October. 
 
Anglers Way, Waterbeach 
The play area and attenuation pond has been fenced off for safety, which is disappointing for the 
residents but safer for children as we move towards wetter weather and the likelihood of standing 
water in the balancing pond. The Enforcement Officer is seeking an explanation of what 
improvements Persimmon are planning. 
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